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INTRODUCTION

From April to November 2019, the National 
Peace Council (NPC) held five different 
dialogues with the New Patriotic Party 
(NPP) and the National Democratic Con-
gress (NDC) on a roadmap to eradicate 
political vigilantism in Ghana. At these 
meetings, the NDC and NPP pledged to: 
(1) disband vigilante groups operating for 
political purposes; 
(2) prohibit the ownership, hiring, or utilisa-
tion of such groups by the political parties 
or members  thereof; and 
(3) cooperate with state agencies and 
stakeholders in the total eradication of 
such groups or  incidents of vigilantism 
in the country. 

In order to consolidate previous interven-
tions and gains, the NPC as part of its man-
date to harmonise, prevent, manage, 
resolve and to build sustainable peace in 
Ghana partnered with the United Nations 
Office for West Africa and Sahel (UNOWAS) 
and United Nations Development Pro-
gramme (UNDP), Ghana, and organised 
two separate stakeholders’ dialogue ahead 
of the 7 December, 2020 elections. The first 
stakeholders’ dialogue was held on 26 
December, 2020 at Kumasi for the South-
ern Cluster which comprising (Ashanti, 
Bono, Bono East, Ahafo, Western, West 
North, Central, Eastern, and Greater Accra 
regions) and the second stakeholders’ 
dialogue was held on 1 December, 2020 at 
Tamale for the Northern Cluster compris-
ing (Northern, Upper East, Upper West, 
Savannah, North East and Oti regions). 

The forum mobilised a cross-section of 
stakeholders to dialogue and build consen-
sus for peaceful and credible 2020 election. 
Institutional representatives for the 
dialogues were  drawn from the Electoral 

Commission (EC), the Ghana Police Service 
(GPS), the National Commission for Civic 
Education (NCCE), the Commission on 
Human Rights and Administrative Justice 
(CHRAJ), the Judicial Service,  Board mem-
bers, Regional Executives and staff of the 
National Peace Council, political parties, 
traditional and religious organisations, civil 
society organisations, Ghana Journalists 
Association, public and private media prac-
titioners, women and youth groups, aca-
demia, Trade Union Congress (TUC), Ghana 
Federation of Disability Organisation 
(GFD), Ghana Private Road Transport 
Union (GPRTU), Tertiary Education and 
Students’ Confederacy (TESCON), Tertiary 
Institution Network (TEIN), and the Diplo-
matic Corps. 

This report focuses on the national stake-
holders’ dialogue organised in Tamale on 1 
December, 2020. The report is organised 
into three sections. Section one discusses 
the background to the report, and contex-
tual issues of electoral politics in Ghana. 
Section two deals with the opening cere-
mony of the dialogue and section three 
focuses on the panel, the dialogue, policy 
proposal, recommendations and conclu-
sion.

BRIEF CONTEXTUAL ANALYSIS OF ELEC-
TORAL POLITICS IN GHANA

Ghana has enjoyed uninterrupted gover-
nance since the country returned to consti-
tutional rule in 1992. Seven successive pres-
idential and parliamentary elections result-
ing in three peaceful turnovers from one 
political party to another (2001, 2009 and 
2017) have been held. The eight presiden-
tial and parliamentary elections were 
organised on 7 December, 2020. Other 
intervening elections such as by-elections, 
reruns, district level elections, and prima-
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ries have characterized the country’s grow-
ing democracy. However, none of these 
elections have been conducted without 
some forms of violence. Violent incidents 
keep intensifying with increasing competi-
tive elections. Coupled with this is the surge 
and use of political vigilante groups in elec-
toral politics—a phenomenon that threat-
ens Ghana's democracy, peace and stability. 

Several elections observers’ mission such as 
the European Union Elections Observer 
Missions (EU-EOM), Africa Union Election 
Observation Mission (AUEOM), and the 
domestic election observation team such 
as the Coalition of Domestic Election 
Observers (CODEO) have consecutively 
described general elections in Ghana as 
free, fair and transparent. However, their 
observation reports have consistently out-
lined several challenges such as sporadic 
violence at some polling stations, unequal 
access to media, unaccountable financing 
during the campaign period, and abuse of 
state resources as factors that undermine 
Ghana’s credible election and democratic 
growth.  Again, a daunting challenge to 
Ghana’s electoral process with far reaching 
consequence on peace, stability, national 
cohesion and inclusive development is 
political parties’ vigilantes who have 
become the source of riots and mayhem 
before, during and after general elections. 

While the groups exist to promote the paro-
chial interest of politicians, their activities 
are counter-productive to the electoral pro-
cesses in Ghana1. Ghana’s efforts to climb 
higher the ladder of democratic progress 
would be challenging if proactive measures 
are not taken to deal with the phenomenon 
of vigilantism2. For instance, in 2017, the 
Economic Intelligence Unit (EIU) index that 

measures the state of democracy in one 
hundred and sixty-seven (167) countries 
ranked Ghana fifty-two (52) and classified it 
as a flawed democracy3. The rating was 
attributed to several conditions including 
underdeveloped political culture, low levels 
of citizens participation in politics and gov-
ernance, and sporadic election violence. 
Political vigilantes take the laws of the 
country into their own hands, forcibly eject 
officials of previous government from their 
apartments and physically assaulted them; 
harass some Metropolitan, Municipality and 
District Chief Executives (MMDCEs) who are 
not appointed from their camp, as well as 
seize public properties and assets in the 
custody of public officials. These acts have 
exacerbated the zero-sum politics other-
wise known as the “winner-takes-all” 
system of governance which fuels polariza-
tion and undermine the nation’s drive 
towards democratic maturity.

Literature on political vigilantism under-
score the need to enhance the integrity of 
the electoral process by educating and sen-
sitising party supporters, and the general 
public about the threats political vigilan-
tism pose to peace and security of citizens, 
communities and political party mobilisa-
tion4. This requires a reasoned-solution 
from all stakeholders particularly, the politi-
cal parties to encourage the perpetrators to 
eschew all negative acts that create need-
less tensions, rancour, acrimony, intemper-
ate language and impunity which threaten 
election security and credibility5.

The threats to election security in Ghana are 
heightened by the proliferation of some 2.3 
million small arms in circulation in Ghana 
according to a 2014 survey by the National 
Commission on Small Arms and Light 

1 Impraim, 2020; Tankebe, 2009; Rosenbaum and Sederberg, 1974.
2Amanquandor, 2019.

3The Economic Intelligence Unit (EIU) index.
4Alidu, 2020, Adzimah-Alade & Akotia, 2020.
5Aning & Albrecht, 2020.
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Weapons (NACSA), Kofi Annan Peacekeep-
ing Training Centre (KAIPTC), with funding 
from the United Nations Development Pro-
gramme (UNDP) and the Government of 
Japan. 

In spite of these threats to election security, 
Ghana continue to earn a reputation as a 
democratic role model in the comity of 
nations. In 2020, the Institute for Economics 
and Peace (IEP) through Global Peace 
Index (GPI) ranked Ghana as the most 
peaceful country in West Africa, 3rd in Africa 
and 43rd in the world; with Botswana as the 
1st and Mauritius as the 2nd. A record it held 
in 2019 in West Africa, however 4th in Africa 
and 44th in the world with Iceland as the 
most peaceful country globally since 20086. 

The wave of democracy in many developing 
countries has accounted for a new relation-
ship between the citizens and the state in 
which the former are not docile abiders of 
laws and policies passed by the latter, but 
are active participants in shaping gover-
nance processes including policy proposals. 
Again, countries have adopted constitu-
tions and laws that prescribe basic funda-
mental human rights and freedoms to 
citizens and institutions. In other words, 
citizens’ engagements with the political 
class and public institutions have moved 
from narrowly registering and voting in 
elections to more substantive accountabili-
ty actions such as participating and con-
tributing to policy discourse, community 
meetings, upholding the rule of law, media 
pluralism and freedom, and civil society 
think-tanking. 

Securing sustainable peaceful and incident 
free election is a collective civic duty. Such 
responsibility when executed justly by all 

and sundry will undeniably augment the 
initiatives by the National Peace Council 
and its partners aimed at conflict preven-
tion, resolution, management and peace 
building in Ghana.

The lingering threats to peace and security 
ahead of 7 December, 2020 elections and 
the potential to blemish Ghana’s enviable 
peaceful credentials in the global order, 
engaged the attention of the National 
Peace Council as the national peace institu-
tion to undertake series of community 
advocacy campaigns including a national 
stakeholders’ dialogue in approximately 120 
districts and constituencies across Ghana 
ahead of the elections. The engagements 
by National Peace Council were carried out 
to douse the potential tensions and threats 
that could undermine the peaceful con-
duct of the 7 December 2020 general elec-
tion. 

6 The Institute for Economics and Peace (IEP) through Global 
Peace Index (GPI)
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THE OPENING CEREMONY
As a customary Ghanaian practice, the meetings began with prayers. Subsequently, the vari-
ous speakers took turns and presented their opening remarks. 

Statements by Speakers
The summaries of the statements are presented below:

Rev. Dr. Ernest Adu-Gyamfi, Board Chairman, National Peace Council 
The Board Chairman of the NPC who 
chaired the occasion decried the recur-
rence of conflicts and violence mainly 
driven by ethnic hatred, chieftaincy 
disputes and political parties’ supporters, 
especially the foot-soldiers and party 
thugs. He explained it is unfortunate funds 
earmarked for socio-economic develop-
ments are mostly diverted to security and 
conflict resolutions. Rev. Dr. Adu-Gyamfi 
hoped that the outcomes of the peace 

dialogue could give concrete measures to secure peace before, during and after the Decem-
ber 2020 general election. He noted further that the dialogue formed part of the NPC’s con-
tributions to Ghana’s efforts to achieve Goal 16 of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), 
which envisages peaceful, inclusive and just societies in all countries. The forum further am-
plifies NPC’s mandate to prevent, manage and resolve conflicts in Ghana.

Mr. Charles Abani, the United Nations Resident Coordinator, Ghana
Mr. Charles Abani, the United Nations Resi-
dent Coordinator, Ghana, remarked that 
Ghana is a source of pride to the rest of the 
African continent. He primarily attributed 
this to Ghana’s ability to organising seven 
successive elections, three of which result-
ed into peaceful transfer of power to politi-
cal parties in opposition. In the face of 
closely contested elections, Ghanaians 
upheld peace and followed due process 
and the rule of law to resolve electoral 

disputes. Mr. Abani explained that elections are competitions among policies and pro-
grammes and not contests among enemies. He noted that despite political stability in 
Ghana, there are pockets of ethnic and chieftaincy conflicts that are of great concern to the 
United Nations. Mr. Abani warned against complacency, saying Ghana must protect the 
peace like a crown jewel to avoid falling into the trap that many countries in the sub-region 
have fallen.

Elections should ensure inclusivity, especially, for women who form the greater percentage 
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of Ghana’s population, therefore, there is the need to tackle underpinning factors obstruct-
ing women’s participation in electoral politics. The UN Resident Coordinator disparaged the 
activities of vigilante groups and the spread of fake news as major sources of threats to 2020 
election. He admonished Ghanaians to tackle these menace head-on to protect the peace of 
the country. Mr. Abani advised the electorate to exercise their civic responsibilities in the 
voting processes while respecting COVID-19 safety protocols. 

He announced that, the United Nations was launching a Youth Advocacy Programme that 
would encourage the youth to eschew violence. Also, he commended the National Peace 
Council for its role in promoting peace in Ghana. Mr. Abani pledged the support of the 
United Nations, through the UNDP and the UNOWAS, towards peaceful elections in Ghana. 

Zangbalun Naa Yakubu II, Chief of Zang-
balun Traditional Area
The Zangbalun Naa Yakubu II, Chief of 
Zangbalun Traditional Area thanked the 
National Peace Council for choosing 
Tamale, the capital town of the Northern 
Region, for the stakeholders’ forum. Zang-
balun Naa Yakubu II acknowledged the 
Northern Region as one of the ethnic and 
chieftaincy dispute enclave. He assured 
the participants that His Royal Majesty 

Ya-Na Abukari II who is overlord of Dagbon Kingdom (arguably, the biggest kingdom in the 
Northern Region) is committed to ensuring peace in the Dagbon Kingdom and beyond. 
With the support of the National Peace Council, the Ya-Na Abukari II is spearheading the 
review of the 1930 Dagon Constitution as part of efforts to ensure sustainable peace in the 
Dagbon Kingdom. 

He explained that the isolated instances of vigilante violence that occurred during the politi-
cal parties’ primaries for parliamentary aspirants and which were repeated during the com-
pilation of the New Voters’ Register could be re-kindled during the December, 2020 elec-
tions. He therefore enjoined the security agencies to discharge their mandate with indepen-
dence, impartiality and professionalism in order to forestall relapse of the country’s demo-
cratic gains. Zangbalun Naa Yakubu II advised Ghanaians to guard against intemperate 
language which has the potential to spark lingering conflicts.

Hon. Salifu Saeed, the Northern Region-
al Minister
Hon. Salifu Saeed observed that the reso-
lution of the Dagbon chieftaincy crisis has 
changed the narrative about the Northern 
Region, which hitherto, had been per-
ceived as the axis of conflicts in Ghana. The 
Minister added that the choice of Tamale 
as the host town for the peace dialogue 
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was part of the dividend of the resolution of the chieftaincy disputes which signifies the 
renewal of confidence in the Northern Region as an amiable place for national events such 
as the peace forum. 

The Minister asserted that violence and conflicts have contributed to holding the develop-
ment of the region back. He lamented the huge financial commitment made in maintain-
ing peace and security in the region, saying such funds could have been invested in develop-
ing badly needed infrastructure and the provision of social amenities in the region. He noted 
that, despite the region’s past reputation as a fragile and conflict prone area, significant 
progress is being made. He pointed to the successful performance of the funerals of the late 
Overlord of Dagbon Kingdom and the enskinment of a new Ya-Na Abukari II as clear indica-
tions of progress in the northern region. Mr. Saed said despite the progress made, the region 
still experiences occasional violence. He expressed government’s commitment to peace, 
adding that, it is supporting state agencies to be fair to all parties in the upcoming elections.

Acknowledging the role NPC plays in conflict resolution, especially in the northern parts of 
the country, Hon. Saeed appealed to the UNOWAS and UNDP to assist the NPC to build an 
edifice in Tamale which will provide office accommodation for staff, and serve as the coordi-
nating centre for peacebuilding activities in the northern sector of the country. In addition, 
he appealed to the UNDP and her partners to continue to support Northern region in order 
to address inequalities and unemployment, which he noted would help consolidate the 
peace and security in the region. 

His Excellency, Dr. Mohammed Ibn Chambas, Special Representative of the Secre-
tary-General and Head of the UN Office for West Africa and Sahel

The guest speaker for the dialogue, His 
Excellency, Dr. Mohammed Ibn Chambas 
said the unfortunate death of the former 
President Jerry John Rawlings had calmed 
the tensions of the electioneering cam-
paigns which were preceding the 2020 
election. He called on the electorate to pay 
tribute to the former president by uphold-
ing peace before, during and after the 
December 2020 election. He remarked 
that peace dialogue provides the opportu-

nity to exchange ideas and foster collaboration between stakeholders as they build collectivi-
ty towards a free, fair, transparent and peaceful election. He noted that the forum was crucial 
in mobilising stakeholders, build trust and find ways of avoiding the politics of rancor and 
acrimony, strengthen mutual understanding as well as ensure vigilance.

He expressed delight that, political parties have adopted the Vigilante and Related Offences 
Act, 2019 (Act, 999) and the NPC’s Roadmap and Code of Conduct to ending political vigilan-
tism. However, he noted that, despite the acceptance of the law, more needed to be done to 
completely disband vigilante groups, since they have no place in a growing democracy such 
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as Ghana. He noted that more engagements need to be carried out in order to give concrete 
expression to these peace frameworks, otherwise, the Act, the Roadmap and the Code of 
Conduct will remain ineffective.

Dr. Ibn Chambas emphasized that, those who break the law must be dealt with firmly and 
justly. To ensure that peace is not compromised, Dr. Chambas called on political parties who 
may be aggrieved by the outcome of the elections to uphold the rule of law and due process, 
and not violence, in their effort to seek justice. He said elections are not war, but a competi-
tion and emphasized that, parties should not see one another as enemies since they are all 
pushing for the development of the nation. Further, he called on the political parties to run 
issue-based campaigns and eschew acts that have the potential to undermine peace and 
national cohesion. Also, he called on the participants at the forum to discuss ways of improv-
ing women and Persons with Disabilities (PWDs) participation in policy space and electoral 
politics in Ghana. 

In a related development, Dr. Chambas expressed worry about the growing menace of small 
arms in the country, saying stakeholders needed to institute tougher measures to deal with 
the issues as it poses considerable threat to peace and stability in Ghana. Dr. Chambas point-
ed out that, the Northern Region has a disproportionate number of flash points and called 
for more efforts to guide the youth to channel their energies into positive ventures. 

The UN Special Representative charged other stakeholders such as the NCCE, EC, Civil Soci-
ety Organisations (CSOs) and the media to organise similar activities that seek to ensure 
peaceful elections in the nook and cranny of the country to complement the NPC at the 
grassroots. Dr. Chambas advised the media to guard against hate speech which is inimical 
to peace and stability.

Dr. Chambas explained that the UN Secretary General is a key observer of the electoral pro-
cesses in Ghana and partly the reason why the Deputy Secretary General, Amina Moham-
med came to the country to re-emphasize the UN’s commitment and respect for Ghana’s 
democracy. In concluding, Dr. Chambas acknowledged with gratitude the support and con-
tributions of bi-lateral and multi-lateral organisations to Ghana in recognition of the coun-
try’s accolade as an oasis of peace in Africa.
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PANEL DISCUSSIONS
The opening statements were followed by panel discussions on topical issues related to the 
December 2020 elections. The panel were moderated by Mr. George Amoh, the Executive 
Secretary of NPC. Summaries of the discussions are presented below: 

A. Presentations by Panelists

Theme 1: Organising Peaceful, Transparent and Credible Elections in Ghana: 
Update and Challenges

The discussion on the above theme was led by Alhaj Abdul Razak Saani, the Northern 
Regional Director of the NCCE and Shiek Armiyawo Shaibu, a Board Member of the National 
Peace Council. Alhaj Abdul Razak Saani admonished political parties to respect the out-
comes from the dialogue in order to contribute to peace before, during and after the elec-
tions. Alhaj Abdul Razak Saani stressed that rule of law was fundamental to the practice of 
democracy. He was concerned that the two major political parties NDC and NPP sometimes 
flout the rules and interfere in the work of public institutions. He said continous education of 
citizens is key to countering the excesses of the political parties. He lamented that, state insti-
tutions mandated to provide civic education such as the NCCE, is poorly resourced to deliver 
on its mandate.

Again, he noted that NPC and NCCE have jointly and often times dialogued with political 
parties at the Inter-Party Dialogue Committees & Peace and Management Committees 
meetings. There have been agreements on modalities useful for ensuring peace and non-vi-
olence. He entreated the political parties to respect decisions taken by these committees. 

On his part, Shiek Armiyawo Shaibu called on the Electoral Commission to ensure transpar-
ency by giving information on important electoral issues such as deployment of election ma-
terials and making the voters’ register available to the political parties. Transparency enhanc-
es the credibility of elections and reduces potential disputes and violence. The Board 
Member expressed worry about the mantra that “elections are won at the polling stations” is 
creating tension because party foot-soldiers are likely to take advantage of the mantra to 
cause mayhem on election day. He, further, called on the security agencies to step up strate-
gies to dealing with political party vigilante activities, which were taking new dimensions in 
the form of peace marches and the propagation of hate speeches.

Theme 2: Ensuring a Secured Electoral Environment: The Role of the Ghana 
Police Service

The Chief Superintendent Tanko who spoke on behalf of the Northern Regional Command-
er, COP Yoosa Bongah of the Ghana Police Service explained that the Police was the lead 
agency for election security. The Inspector General of Police (IGP) is the Chairman of the 
National Election Security Task Force, which draws membership from other agencies such 
as the Military, Customs Division of the Ghana Revenue Authority, Ghana Immigration 
Service and the Ghana Fire Service. He mentioned that, the Election Security Taskforce for 
the Northern Region has been inaugurated and that they have received training to promote 
unity and harmony. 
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The Chief Superintendent added that the police posts across the country are responsible for 
keeping election materials before the election day. He disclosed that, the police have 
engaged various stakeholders in the region including political parties, the EC, NCCE, tradi-
tional authority, youth groups, religious leaders and the media on security ahead of the elec-
tions. Also, he noted that, the Joint Operations Center (JOC) has set up seven subcommittees 
including Media and Communication, Intelligence, Legal and Prosecution as well as Ballot 
Security Taskforce to enable the security services work more efficiently. 

The Chief Superintendent Tanko stated that, there will be patrol groups to enforce the law 
and deal with anyone who attempts to cause trouble. Specifically, he warned the political 
parties’s vigilantes who may cause mayhem during elections to desist from such intentions 
as the National Election Security Task Force will deal with troublemakers. The Chief Superin-
tendent informed potential trouble makers that under the Vigilante and Related Offences 
Act, 999 (Act. 2019), vigilante activities are no longer a misdemeanour but a second-degree 
felony which could attract a maximum prison sentence of ten years. He called for the support 
and cooperation of citizens to ensure a peaceful atmosphere during the election.
 

Theme 3: Promoting Peaceful and Credible Elections: Perspectives of the 
Political Parties

The representatives of the various political parties took turns and shared perspectives on the 
electoral processes and committed themselves to peaceful elections. The NDC representa-
tive, Mohammed Abdul Salam, observed that, Ghana was doing well in terms of governance 
and democracy. He however believe that, meetings such as the peace dialogue in Tamale, 
were necessary to build upon the successes chalked in the past. He stressed that, the politi-
cal process must be transparent and inclusive in order to consolidate democratic gains. He 
pledged the NDCs readiness to follow the rules set forth by the EC to ensure peace. Mr. Salam 
called on the Electoral Commission to uphold democratic and electoral principles such as 
transparency, fairness, and accountability which are critical to ensuring credible elections. He 
requested the NPC to take interest in the petition the NDC had sent to the EC bordering on 
the lack of political neutrality of the Returning Officers of the Tamale Central and Nanton 
constituencies of the Northern Region. He said the NDC has petitioned the EC to investigate 
the officers 

On the part of the NPP, Ms. Rabi Salifu, who represented the party, stated that, the NPP was 
committed to work with all parties towards a peaceful, transparent and credible elections. 
She assured the party’s commitment to peaceful elections and expressed readiness to work 
with other political parties in the Northern region and other stakeholders to ensure the elec-
tions are devoid of violence, acrimony and rancour. She revealed that, the party as part of its 
contribution, has engaged its supporters to channel their energies into vigorous campaigns 
to get the electorate to vote for them instead of resorting to violence to win the elections.  

The representative The Progressive People’s Party (PPP) Adam Ibrahim Fuseini said that 
peace is the basic requirement for prosperity, therefore, their party which seeks the progress 
of the country is committed to peaceful elections. The PPP representative was of the view 
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that the “winner-takes-all” philosophy of governance makes elections a high-risk venture 
and fosters acrimony between winners and losers. Further, he indicated that the duopoly of 
the NDC and NPP is the main threat to Ghana’s stability. He suggested that, the only way to 
restore hope is to break the duopoly and give other political parties a chance. He called on 
the media to provide equal access to all political parties.

Theme 4: Advancing Peace through Culture, Tradition and Religion
The  Very Rev. Fr Matthew Yitiereh, the Vicar General of Tamale Archdioceses who spoke on 
behalf of the Most Rev. Philip Naameh of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference reiterated Gha-
na’s achievement as the first most peaceful country in West Africa, 3rd in Africa and 43rd in the 
World on the Global Peace Index of the Institute of Economic and Peace. Ghana is a country 
with several cultures, therefore, the Most Rev. advised Ghanaians to use their cultural differ-
ences, positively, to celebrate diversity, ensure equity, respect values of solidarity, tolerance 
and social cohesion. Unfortunately, he noted, the diversity has often been the source of con-
flicts in the country. He noted that all Ghanaians believe in the concept of the divine. He 
added that, such a belief system should open up Ghanaians to forgive each other and to 
ensure equitable distribution of resources. To enhance peaceful co-existence among people 
of different cultures, the Reverent Minister called on stakeholders to encourage inter-cultural 
communication.

Theme 5: Promoting Peaceful Elections: The Role of CSOs and the Media
Civil Society Organisations (CSOs) practitioners who spoke at the forum were the Executive 
Director of the Media Foundation for West Africa (MFWA) Mr. Braimah Sulemana and the 
Deputy Executive Director for West Africa Network for Peacebuilding (WANEP), Mrs. Levinia 
Addae-Mensah. According Mr. Sulemana, there are 428 operational radio stations, 104 Televi-
sion channels, 100 publications in the form of newspapers and magazines and close to 14 
million of people have access to internet in Ghana. There is also, linguistic diversity on the 
radio and television broadcasting which should be positively exploited to enhance demo-
cratic governance. 

He said, the proliferation of media houses in the country is good for democracy. Unfortunate-
ly, the downside of the media plurality and diversity include unwarranted provocations, sen-
sationalism and rampant ethical violations which undermine democratic governance. Also, 
most of the media outlets in the country are owned by politicians who are among the lead-
ing perpetrators of ethical violations in the country. The Executive Director of MFWA lament-
ed that penetrations of social media, which are hardly regulated, are resulting in “internet 
vigilantism” whereby fake news and vile language are propagated uncontrollably. He 
disclosed that the MFWA is collaborating with a number of partners to address the phenom-
enon of fake news.

On the part of the Deputy Executive Director for WANEP, Mrs. Levinia Addae-Mensah, noted 
that CSOs in Ghana play crucial roles in getting parties to dialogue, educate the citizenry on 
their rights and responsibilities and sensitize them to embrace peace. She was however con-
cerned that, due to dwindling donor funding and the COVID-19 pandemic, CSOs were being 
limited in their ability to perform these roles. Regardless of these challenges, COS have 
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engaged major stakeholders through capacity building for enhancing gender participation 
in the electoral process and ensuring adherence to the techniques of election observation. 
She admonished CSOs to expand their activities beyond urban towns and carry out more 
activities at the grassroots level where they are needed the most. 

Speaking specifically on the election-related activities of her organisation, she reported that 
WANEP had trained 350 monitors who will be deployed to observe the December 2020 elec-
tions across the country. To ensure effective monitoring of likely electoral violence, WANEP is 
a major stakeholder in the National Elections Response Group, which was being chaired by 
the NPC. Additionally, WANEP has planned to set up Election Monitoring Situation Room 
(ESR) in Accra and satellites ERSs in Kumasi, Ho and Tamale as coordination hub for the 
remaining regions of Ghana.

Theme 6: Respect of Human Rights during the Electoral Processes: The Role of 
CHRAJ 

Mr. Iddrisu Inusah who represented the Northern Regional Director for the Commission for 
Human Rights and Administrative Justice observed that the 1992 Fourth Republican Consti-
tution of Ghana guarantees the rights to vote therefore, any attempt to prevent eligible 
citizens from voting amounts to violation of human rights. He advised the Electoral Commis-
sion to provide special dispensation to vulnerable groups such as the aged, the physically 
constrained, nursing mothers and prisoners in order to ensure that voting rights are enjoyed 
without discrimination. The Regional Director averred that the Judiciary should ensure 
speedy adjudication of any disputes that may stem from the election.  

Theme 7: Promoting the Participation of Women in the Electoral Process
The presentation was done by Madam Magdalene, a Board Member of the NPC who decried 
the low representation of women in the political space of Ghana. Although the 1992 Constitu-
tion provides for regional and gender balance in political appointments and representations, 
successive governments have not taken concrete steps to make this constitutional provision 
a reality. The Affirmative Action Bill that seeks to redress gender inequality in the political 
arena is yet to be passed, making it difficult for advocates to forcefully demand redress. 

The Board Member referred to past effort by the Convention Peoples Party (CPP) govern-
ment which gave each region of the country a seat in parliament for women under the Peo-
ple’s Representation Amendment Act of 1960. The speaker concluded that some women are 
discouraged from participation in politics because of socio-cultural barriers such as 
name-calling, violence and gender subordination. 

B. The Dialogue Sessions 
Participants were generally impressed with the NPC’s role in promoting peace in Ghana. 
Some of them supported the call by the Regional Minister, Salifu Saed to support the NPC 
with resources to enable it deliver on its mandate.

A High Court Judge of Tamale in the Northern Region, stated that, rights go with responsibil-
ities. He said the courts are poised to deliver justice in any electoral dispute that is brought 
before it. He urged the electorate to respect each other’s views and help to foster a stronger 
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democratic culture in Ghana.
A participant, Mr. Abdul Karim raised concern over alleged political meddling by some mem-
bers of the NPC. He said they often sound very political in the media and show their political 
biases. He called on the Council to identify and purge itself of such members since it has the 
tendency to corrode public confidence in the institution. Mr. Abdul Karim expressed disquiet 
over the activities of some National Security personnel. He explained that some of them are 
over biased politically and use their positions to torment political opponents. He suggested 
that stakeholders take a second look at the recruitment procedure into the National Security 
Service to minimize such tendencies. 

A staff of the NCCE in Tolon, Hawawu Abdul Rahman remarked that the Police Service is 
mostly biased towards the party in power and urged the Service to be professional in their 
duties. 

The President of University Teachers Association of Ghana (UTAG) for Northern Region com-
mended the NPC for organising the dialogue. However, he appealed to the Institution to 
intensify its sensitisation drive in order to win the confidence of Ghanaians to accept the out-
come of elections. He also appealed to the Peace Council to lead the recommendations in 
addressing the issues raised in the Justice Emile Short Commission on Ayawaso Wougon 
by-election violence, and help bring closure to the matter. 

A Traditional Priest and Chief of Nyankpala Zongo Osofo Patrick Adentegna Appullah, 
appealed to Judges to interpret the law without fear or favour. He said the performance of 
the Judiciary leaves much to be desired and urged them to sit up and support the growth of 
a democratic culture in the country. 

An NDC Youth Executive Hawulatu Ahmed drew attention to the involvement of Zongo 
Youth in political violence. According to her, it is worrying to note that, Zongo Youth are often 
called upon to attack political opponents. She said even though unemployment is a general 
issue facing the Ghanaian youth, it is worse in Zongo communities, creating a perpetual 
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cycle of poverty in the Zongos. She advocated a Special Development Fund be set up for 
Zongo communities. She commended the NPC for engaging Zongo Youth as part of efforts 
to end political violence.  

C. Recommendations
The National Stakeholders’ Dialogue offered opportunity to participants who raised perti-
nent issues on ensuring peaceful and credible election. Among the major issues raised 
during the dialogue session were as follows:

1) There was a call on the National Peace Council to launch a Peace Fund where individuals 
and organisations can contribute to support the programmes and activities of the Peace 
Council.

2) It was observed that inter-sectoral collaboration among state institutions such as the EC, 
NCCE, and CHRAJ was low. Therefore, these state institutions should collaborate to ensure 
harmony and reduce duplication of voter educational activities.

3) The creation of sustainable job opportunities was suggested as one of the strongest ways 
to deal with political party vigilantism.

4) Political parties which might be aggrieved by the outcome of the election were admon-
ished to use the courts to settle electoral disputes and not result to violent protests.

5) It was recommended government and development partners support the NPC with more 
funding to be able to hold future dialogue in all the 16 Regional capitals of Ghana.

Conclusion
The Chairman of National Peace Council in his concluding remarks expressed gratitude to all 
stakeholders who participated in the Dialogue and urged Ghanaians to uphold peace 
before, during and after the election. The NPC admonished political parties to cooperate 
with the Electoral Commission to undertake its lawful duties, collate results, and declare win-
ners of the presidential and parliamentary elections. Accordingly, NPC reminded the youth 
of political parties that vigilante activities are no more misdemeanours but second-degree 
felony under the Vigilante and Related Offences Act, 2019 (Act, 999). Therefore, anyone who 
defies the law could be liable to not less than 10 years term of imprisonment, and in cases 
where the offender wields or possess destructive material, a term of imprisonment of not 
less than 15 years7.

The NPC urged citizens to be law-abiding and remain calm as they await the day of the elec-
tion. The NPC also reminded all citizens to follow COVID-19 pandemic safety measures, 
including wearing nose masks and handwashing on the Election Day. 

Ghana is as an example of democracy in Africa. Democracy has persisted since 1992. Howev-
er, the specter of vigilantism and sporadic election violence threaten this hard-worn reputa-
tion as a democratic jewel. This unfortunate tide needs to be stemmed. It is noted that proac-
tive structural, institutional, procedural, and legal efforts need to be put in place to tackle 

7Vigilantism and Related Offences Act, 2019 (Act 999)
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these menaces. In addition, attitudinal and soft-laden issues such as the political culture and 
socialisation of citizens have to be given greater attention. 

This is significant not just because vigilantism threatens the peace and security of citizens 
and the state but it has direct connections to national cohesion and inclusive development 
on one hand, and the propensity for state failure and relapse, on the other hand.
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NAME ORGANISATION GENDER 
Priscilla Nyaaba NPC, Upper East Female 
Nalakuoro Dr Hajaratu Limann I NPC, Upper West Female 
Magdalene Kannae   Female 
Nana Agyakoma Dufie NPC, Board Member Female 
Felicia Fordjor Oppong NPC, Headoffice, Accra Female 
Melody Azinim UNDP Female 
Levinia Addae-Mensah  WANEP-Ghana Female  
Tamara Amina Sulemana Youth Group Female 
Imoro Sa-Eedatu Youth Group Female 
Janet Faariel Chemogoh Youth Group Female 
Lauren�a Pamela Ampim -Darko Youth Group Female 
Bobi Wemoye Maria Ola Youth Choir Female 
Ansong Brakoa Doris Ola Youth Choir Female 
Paaya Olivia Ola Youth Choir Female 
Boakye Margaret Ola Youth Choir Female 
Buabeng Dyphina Ola Youth Choir Female 
Agbolosoo Winifred Esiman Ola Youth Choir Female 
Binibintri Grace Ola Youth Choir Female 
Mensah Mar�n Baanawa Ola Youth Choir Female 
Joshua Ohroia Ola Youth Choir Female 
Gunguni Priscila Ola Youth Choir Female 
Iddi Paulina Ola Youth Choir Female 
Atampugre Emmaunelle Ola Youth Choir Female 
Yuonakuu Esther Ola Youth Choir Female 
Yuonakuu Lydia Ola Youth Choir Female 
Adipa Emmaculate Aku Ola Youth Choir Female 
Baako Barbara Wemoye Ola Youth Choir Female 
Zubuor Pascaline Ola Youth Choir Female 
John M. Charity NDC, Northern  Female 
Alhassan Fa�mata Yendi Youth Parliament Female 
Diana Ngon Ci� News Female 
Yakubu Hamdalatu Yefl- Ghana  Female 
Felicia Kraja TUC, Ghana Female 
Hamida M. Adam Sagani TV Female 
Karin Andel -Rafiy Capitalist Female 
Barbara Tisakiya PPP Female 
H.R. Hawawu NCCE Female 
Rabi Salifu NPP Female 
Anafo Magdalene Ola Youth Choir Female 
Ibrahim Issah Judicial Services Male 
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Namawon Alhassan Judicial Services Male 
Adman Akwasi Asiedu Judicial Service Male 
Fr. Thaddeus Kuusah NPC, Northern  Male 
Fidalis - Castro Kokaa NPC, Northern  Male 
Ali Anankpieng NPC, Upper East Male 
Nuhu Abukari  NPC, Northern  Male 
Clifford A. Tampuori NPC, Savannah  Male 
Paul Frimpong Manso NPC, Board Member Male 
Emmanuel Danyomah NPC, Upper West Male 
Ahmed Muntawakilu Hawla NPC Male 
Abdul Daim Abukari NPC, Northern  Male 
Bishop Kassim NPC, Northern Male 
Alhaji Alhassan Abdulai NPC, Northern Male 
Osofo Apullaha A. Patrick NPC, Northern Male 
Sheikh Armiyawo Shaibu NPC, Board Member Male 
Sheikh. Salman M. Alhassan NPC, Board Member Male 
Rev Dr Ernest Adu -Gyamfi NPC, Board Chairman  Male 
Richmond Aidoo NPC, Headoffice, Accra Male 
George Amoh NPC, Headoffice, Accra Male 
Nana Kojo Impraim NPC, Headoffice, Accra Male 
Kwasi Gyekye-Koranteng NPC, Headoffice, Accra Male 
Rashid Majeed NPC Male 
Hussein Alhassan Ghana Police Service Male 
C/Sup. Iddrisu Tonka Ghana Police Service Male 
Hussien Alhassan Ghana Police Service Male 

Dr Mohammed Ibn Chambas 
UN Special Rep to SG & Head 
UNOWAS  

James Aji UNOWAS Male 
Williams Lifongo UNOWAS Male 
Charles Abani UN Resident Coordinator, Ghana Male 
Tamali - Naa Zangbalun Tradi�onal Area Male 
Mahama Yakubu Zangbalun Tradi�onal Area Male 
Youssif Abdul Rahman Anbariya Islamic Institute Male 
Anass Yakubu Anbariya Islamic Institute  Male 
Fredrick Daoyenkye Daily Graphic Male 
Fredrick Daoyenkye Daily Graphic Male 
Samuel Duodu Daily Graphic Male 
Munkaila Ridwan Youth Group Male 
Mohammed Mustapha  Youth Group Male 
Issal Abukari NPP Male 
Baabu Tahim TUC Male 
Suku Mohammed NDC Male 
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Kpeku Ebenezer Ola Youth Choir Male 
Issifu Isaac Ola Youth Choir Male 
Nii Sarpei Ntreh Ola Youth Choir Male 
Joe K.Chikpa Ola Youth Choir Male 
Gyamfi Joshua Ola Youth Choir Male 
Iddrisu A. Ganiu Tein – NDC Male 
Alhassan Abdul Jalil Tein – NDC Male 
Karim A. Mumin NDC Male 
Mohammed Fuguu GCGL, Tamale Male 
Salifu Yakusa NRCC Male 
Mohammed Fugu Daily Mail Male 
Sulemana Braimah MFWA Male 
Balaavah Abdulai CDD-Ghana Male 
Inuusah Iddrisu CHRAJ Male 
Ahmed A. Razak Individual Ac�vist  Male 
Mustafa B. Mubashir NRCC Male 
Ekr Zamani UTV Male 
Yakubu Abdul Majeed GJA Male 
Kawusada Abukari NORSAAC Male 
Albert Yelyang WANEP, Ghana Male 
Hon.Sulifu Sa-Eed Northern Regional Minister  Male 
V. Rev.Fr Mathew Yi�ereh Catholic Archdioceses, Tamale Male 
Osmanu Amapu NURSAE Male 
Mohammed A. Sakim Individual Ac�vist  Male 
Issah Fuseini RCC, Northern  Male 
Rt. Rev Dr John K. Buabeng_Odoom NPC, Board Member, Savannah Male 
Col Edward Awaribey Hq Northern Command Male 
Issa Had Alhassan Iddi NYA Male 
Adam Ibrahima Fusenie PPP Male 
Dr. Felix Longi UTAG-UDS, Tamale Male 
Dauda Abdulahi GPRTU Male 
Daniel Laryea GTV Male 
Culbert Gawu GTV Male 
Muntala Issah GBC Male 
Zangbalun Naa Yakubu II Chief of Zangbalun Tradi�onal Area  Male 
Suleman Abakari Zangbalun Tradi�onal Area Male 
Mohammed M. Shamsu Tamale/Yendi Male 
Adam Sayu� Tamale/Yendi Male 
Saeed A. Razak NCCE Male 
Dr Imrana Mohammed NCCE Male 
Adam Rafik NPP Male 
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Yussef Danjimah NPP Male 
Kumbundoo Iddrisu NTV Male 
Ahmed Amin NTV Male 
Stephen Nana Yow Ola Youth Choir Male 
Felix Agoligi Ola Youth Choir Male 
Kang - Er� Belinda Ola Youth Choir Male 
Kuuberme Paul Ola Youth Choir Male 
Louis Kanyir Pigrku Ola Youth Choir Male 
Samuel Dowaana Mensah Ola Youth Choir Male 
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